


















T H E Vera List Center for Art and Politics, founded in 1992 with

the generous support of philanthropist Vera List, is the New

School's vehicle for debate, discussion, research, and reflection

concerning the complex and vital relationship between politics and

the arts. Committed to insuring the future of democratic culture,

the Center serves as a forum for those seeking on open analysis of

relevant issues in order to fully inform all aspects of art-related de­

cision-making (e.q., federal and local policy making, art education

curricula, museum practices, arts-related media coverage).

Embodying the legacy of the New School's historic involvement

with the arts - one that began more than eighty years ago when

a group of dissident intellectuals decided to launch on alternative

to the conformist atmosphere of most American universities - the

Vera List Center has been created in the spirit of intellectual

freedom and exploration. It is the site of reasoned discourse, for

learning about urgent political, social, and cultural issues from all

perspectives, a place for honest conversation about controversial

topics.

We initiated this series of occasional papers in order to provide a

forum for ideas that ore complex, nuanced, and controversial, and

which deal with issues thot occupy the space between ort, culture,

and politics. Each of the writers to whom we turn has been invited

to challenge ideas they find troublesome. The Center will honor

its mission to the degree that these papers raise issues and pose

problems that encourage debate and challenge us ta defend or

reassess even deeply held beliefs about our civil culture. We seek

a true exchange of ideas and welcome your contribution to the dis­

cussion generated by these papers. We will have achieved our goal

if we can set in motion a series of papers that, added to the Center's

programs, provide a mechanism for discourses on democracy.
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