

















I also want somebody to deal with issues of art education. And I'm not just talking about
children. Adults need art education. University level college students need art education. To me,
funding and grant making are a very small and insignificant part of the state of the arts. If we
artists, practitioners. and advocates don't do something, if we don't get our backbones up and
do something about these issues ourselves, the politicians are going to do it for us. They will
create their own policy, whether it's written, co-signed, codified, or not, and will just take over
the arts, period. And we will be left out in the cold. So if we don't define what cultural policy is.
if we don’t define what it is we need, somebody else will do it for us.

SM: Thank you.

Comment from Audience: We might look at Poet Laureate Robert Pinsky, and his position as
champion of poetry. Although we do have many kinds of cultures in America, we don't have any
one person who is a lightning rod to help draw attention to culture and to encourage excellence.
Perhaps that's a model that would work.

Question from Audience: How secure are our current cultural agencies?

FH: I'm not sure I'm totally current at this point. But my impression is that the danger to the
endowment, both endowments, Humanities as well as Arts, is largely past for the moment. The
leadership in the House of Representatives is not taking this on in a major way, like they were
last year when they lost on the Floor. It's not to say there are no battles, but [ think the major
problem is not there at the moment. That's my own personal view.

LB: For me, the issue is leadership and legitimacy. | think it is a question of being proactive and
creating a structure—creating a system—that allows us to bring together the variety of issues and
positions that are out there; that allows us, in a very political sense, to be effective political
beings who can influence members of Congress the way we need to. And ultimately, even though
we may be critical of many of the cabinet choices, the fact of a cabinet-level position is
meaninegful. One thing creating the position of Secretary of Education did, was to legitimize, for
millions of people, the importance of education. | would argue that while those of us in this room
who live and breathe culture on some level every day see it as something that everybody cares
about, itisn't true. And I really believe that having a secretary of culture or cultural affairs would
allow us to legitimize our commitment to culture for the American people. It is our hope that
they will become the supporters we need, and will exert the necessary political pressure to get
the financial support that we need.

SM: Annie?



AC-S: | feel like | have taken part in a very private family discussion. You know, it is truly an
American problem. Those of us from abroad cannot really help, but only watch and say what we
see from the outside. | benefit from French culture. from my French passport, and so I'm lucky
enough. But | have also benefited from a lot of things in this country, which | am very grateful
that you showed me. | think the problem of the legitimacy of your culture should be resolved and
that culture in the U.S, should not be too linked with the European model. And that will happen
—slowly. Because we are seeing changes. And | think strong leadership is essential to create
broad-based recoegnition of this legitimacy. And you will meet, too, another problem, which is
much more important to me—that is the openness of American culture, and how American
culture deals with other cultures. Because you really must face this issue. The fear of American
cultural hegemony is palpable in Europe and around the world. We need a good international
discussion of it.

if the 1gth century belonged to Europe, and the 2oth century belongs 1o America, the zist will
belong 10 the world. So I'm going to leave you with your private affairs. I'm going to make an
appointment for the year 2010 to see what has happened. [ really believe in this country a lot—
and | think the tensions discussed here are very positive, because you can express them,

SM: Thank you, Annie. Frank.

FH: I'd just like to make a couple of comments. First of all, the idea of having an endowment that
would be separate from annual appropriations is something that a number of states are aiready
trying. Missouri was the first of them, and then I think Nebraska has gotten intoit. And Colorado,
and a number of others. The jury is out as to whether these devices will attract, in addition to
the state and public money. enough other funding to be viable over a long period of time, At the
national level, it would take a huge amount of money in corpus 10 produce an endowment of
$150 million or $200 million a year, But as long as you have annual appropriations, then politics
will be a part of it. In any case, there are some current efforts at establishing private
endowments. It will be interesting to see whether they succeed.

| was quite taken with the gentleman in the back who talked about the poet laureate. | was there
when we invented the title, "Poet Laureate”; it was "Consultant to the Library of Congress {or
Poetry” before that—a somewhat infelicitous title—certainly not poetic. But to be frank with you,
if you look at the kinds of poets—whether a consultant or a poet laureate—and if you look at
some of the English poet laureates, it makes no difference what the title is. Robert Pinsky is
fantastic! Not just as a poet and a translator of Dante's Divine Comedy. He's just a great
spokesman for poetry. | don't know anybody else like him. But I can think of other poets who
would not be as good in that position. Still. it's an interesting idea,



And finally, [ guess | have to admit to my own predilection for messiness. I'm very worried about
the words "cultural policy,” whether created by a department or an endowment or some other
device. A policy implies that there is some autherity for the policy. And policy is also a singular
word; but policies can be invented by many different people. | also worry that if there is a policy,
it will be outdated before it's enunciated. Because the political system often does that as a
matter of course, in almost every subject. Se, bottom line, I'm for messy policies that allow a lots
of different flowers to bloom, that allow a lot of different centers to come about, and that allow
them 1o fatl, too. In the long run, while very inefficient, | think the world would be better off with
that "messiness.”

SM: Thank you, Frank. And thank all of you in the audience for coming. | suppose you all knew
that we wouldn't resolve this question tonight. But | hope that you will go away thinking more
about the guestion, and discussing it with your colleagues and friends. Please join me now in
thanking the members of this wonderful panel for expressing their views.
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